
Carsten Wieland

Nation-state by Accident:

 The Politicization of Ethnic Groups and the Ethnicization of Politics, Bosnia, India, Pakistan

New Delhi 2006

Content

Preface to the English Edition

A Change of Paradigms: From ‘Ethnicity’ to ‘Terrorism’?                                                    13

Preface to the German Edition                                                                                                 21

Introduction

Suddenly they had a state . . .                                                                                                   23

I. THE DELICATE TRIO OF ETHNICITY, NATION, AND STATE                            33

1. What is an Ethnic Group?                                                                                                     33

1.1. The Primordial Approach                                                                                                                                34

1.2. The Situative Approach                                                                                                                                   35

1.3. The Situative-Primordial Approach                                                                                                                37

1.4. Table of the Ideal Types                                                                                                                                  39

2. What is an ‘Ethnic Group’?                                                                                                  40

2.1. Crumbling Components                                                                                                                                  46

3. What is a Nation?                                                                                                                  49

3.1. The Subjective Nation Concept                                                                                                                       54

3.2. Two Objective Nation Concepts                                                                                                                     57

3.2.1. The Tendentially Objective Concept                                                                                                            59

3.2.2. The Consequently Objective Concept: The Ethno-nation                                                               60

3.2.3. The Real Power of the Unreal                                                                                                                      62

4. What is Nationalism?                                                                                                            64

4.1. The Double Face of Nationalism                                                                                                                    66

4.1.1. Function                                                                                                                                                       68

4.1.1.1. Emancipatory Nationalism                                                                                                                        68

4.1.1.2. Integral Nationalism                                                                                                                                  70

4.1.2. Content                                                                                                                                                         71

4.1.2.1. Civil-democratic Nationalism                                                                                                                   71



4.1.2.2. Ethno-nationalism or Communalism                                                                                                       71

4.2. Table of Nationalisms                                                                                                                                     76

5. What is a ‘Nation State’?                                                                                                      76

5.1. Nation State and Nation State                                                                                                                          76

5.1.1. The Murderous Mixture                                                                                                                                77

5.2. The Unfulfilled Ideal                                                                                                                                        79

6. Nation and Islam: A Contradictory Alliance                                                                         80

6.1. The Dogma of Indivisibility                                                                                                                             80

6.2. ‘Nation State’ Against Umma?                                                                                                                         83

7. Opportunity Makes States                                                                                                      90

7.1. The Confusion Between State and Nation                                                                                                        91

7.2. The Sweetest Fruit Hang at the Top                                                                                                                 94

7.3. A Pearl Without Market Value                                                                                                                         97

8. Political Institutions and Ethno-national Conflicts                                                                 98

8.1. Recipes for a Functioning Society                                                                                                                     99

8.2. Discussion and Critique                                                                                                                                    102

8.3. Playing the Witch Against the Devil?                                                                                                               105

9. Telegramme                                                                                                                            108

9.1. Definitions                                                                                                                               108

9.2. Theses                                                                                                                                                                109

II. HIJACKING HISTORY

The Nuclear Bombs, the Field of the Black Birds, and the Historic Cabinet of Mirrors           126

III. NATION OR NO NATION?                                                                                             136

1. The Advent of Islam                                                                                                               136

1.1. More Than Just Religion?                                                                                                                                  136

1.1.1. The Bogomil Myth and Conversions in Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                            136

1.1.2. The Myths from the Indus Valley                                                                                                                   140

1.2. Who Became a Muslim? Who Was a Muslim?                                                                                                 145

1.2.1. The Social Structure of the Muslims in Early Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                    145

1.2.2. Conversions and the Social Structure in Early India                                                                        147

2. Brothers or Occupants?                                                                                                           152

2.1. The Ottomans and Bosnian Self-consciousness                                                                                                 152

2.2. The Ottomans and Indian Self-consciousness                                                                                                    156



3. The Ottoman Millet as a National Forge?                                                                               157

3.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                                           157

3.2. India                                                                                                                                                                    159

IV. THE POLITICIZATION OF THE MUSLIMS                                                               168

1. Constructing Ethno-national Camps                                                                                       168

1.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                                            168

1.1.1. New Labels for Political Goals                                                                                                                        168

1.1.2. To Whom Does Bosnia Belong?                                                                                                                      169

1.2. India                                                                                                                                                                     174

1.2.1. To Whom Does India Belong?                                                                                                                         174

1.2.2. India Through British Spectacles                                                                                                                     174

1.2.3. From the Village God to Hindutva                                                                                                                 177

2. The ‘Ethnicization’ of Conflicts                                                                                              184

2.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                                            185

2.1.1.Masters and Missionaries                                                                                                                                  185

2.1.2. Beys and Peasants                                                                                                                                             187

2.1.3. Conversions and Overreactions                                                                                                                        188

2.2. India                                                                                                                                                                     189

2.2.1. Waterpool and Weaver Strike                                                                                                                           190

2.2.2. The ‘Cow Deal’ and the Caliphate                                                                                                                   192

3. The ‘Ethnicization’ of Language                                                                                              198

3.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                                             201

3.1.1. Setting the Points                                                                                                                                              201

3.1.2. The Contradictions                                                                                                                                           202

3.2. India                                                                                                                                                                     204

3.2.1. Setting the Points                                                                                                                                              204

3.2.2. The Contradictions                                                                                                                                           207

4. National Midwives from Above                                                                                             211

4.1. The Cultural Entrepreneurs                                                                                                                                 212

4.1.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                                         212

4.1.2. India                                                                                                                                                                  213

5. The Formation of Political Parties                                                                                            216

5.1. Identity-splits in Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                 216



5.2. The Majority Trap in India                                                                                                                                218

6. Split Brothers                                                                                                                         223

6.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina                                                                                                                                          223

6.1.1. Bosporus or Bosnia?                                                                                                                                      223

6.1.2. Nation Via Decree: The Bosnian Speciality                                                                                                  224

6.2. India: Delhi or Mecca?                                                                                                                                      227

6.3. A Warning to the Distant Brothers                                                                                                                    229

7. How Advanced was the Nation-building?                                                                             232

V. AN OWN STATE WITHIN REACH                                                                                256

1. The Cage Breaks Open                                                                                                           256

2. The Majority Trap Snaps Shut                                                                                                259

2.1. Elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1990                                                                                                          261

2.2. Elections in India in 1946                                                                                                                                   264

3. Harmony and Hatred in the Population                                                                                   266

3.1. The Dream of a Multi-‘ethnic’ Bosnia                                                                                                                267

3.2. The Dream of a United India                                                                                                                               270

3.3. Tactics of Terror                                                                                                                                                  272

3.3.1. The Rioters and Their Strategies                                                                                                                      272

3.3.2. Hunt with Penis and Pistol                                                                                                                                274

4. The Protagonists                                                                                                                       277

4.1. The Muslim Leaders                                                                                                                                            277

4.1.1. Izetbegovic                                                                                                                                                        278

4.1.2. Jinnah                                                                                                                                                                286

4.2. The Alternatives                                                                                                                                                   293

4.2.1. To Izetbegovic                                                                                                                                                  293

4.2.2. To Jinnah                                                                                                                                                          295

5. The Poker of the External Powers                                                                                           299

5.1. The Ethno-national Card in Bosnia: Upgraded by the West                                                                 300

5.1.1. The Temptation of International Law                                                                                                              300

5.1.2. Clientelism                                                                                                                                                       303

5.1.3. ‘Ethnic’ Labels and Enclosures                                                                                                                       304

5.2. The Communal Card in India: The British Game with the Congress and the Muslim League                    309

5.2.1. The Temptation of Posts                                                                                                                                  309



5.2.2. Clientelism                                                                                                                                                       309

5.2.3. ‘Ethnic’ Labels and Enclosures                                                                                                                        311

VI. A MUSLIM ‘NATION STATE’?                                                                                       335

1. The Appropriation of the Heroes                                                                                             335

1.1. Izetbegovic Today                                                                                                                                               335

1.2. Jinnah Today                                                                                                                                                       337

2. Outlook                                                                                                                                     338

2.1. Bosnia-Herzegovina: In Search of the State                                                                                                        338

2.2. Pakistan: In Search of the Nation                                                                                                                        351

VII. RÉSUMÉ                                                                                                                             367

Appendix                                                                                                                                       391

Bibliography                                                                                                                                 393

Index                                                                                                                                             451


